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Current context

ÅNo explicit Treaty competence for sport: EU 
involvement based on existing policies, programmes, 
actions

ÅPolitical level support: EU Heads of State and 
Government, EU Sport Ministers, European Parliament

ÅEU Rolling Agenda for Sport: Political cooperation 
between 27 EU Member States (informal meetings) 

ÅEuropean Commission White Paper on Sport (2007): 
basis for almost all current activities

ÅStructured dialogue with the sport movement: 
international, European, national sport stakeholders

Current 
framework 

for 
cooperation
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Current context

ÅImplementation of the White Paper: 53 
actions in the Action Plan ñPierre de Coubertinò; 
close cooperation with sport movement and 
Member States; 80% completed or underway

ÅPreparatory Actions 2009: identify suitable 
networks and test actions in the fields of health, 
education, gender, disability; evaluations 
finalised

ÅReflections and dialogue on implementation of 
the new EU competence for sport 

Current 
main 

activities
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High 
expectations
ÅGovernments

ÅSport movement

ÅOther 
stakeholders

Need for a 
policy 
response
ÅRole for the COM

Core

business

Substance to

specificity

debate

Autonomy

Fin. support

Subsidiarity

Specificity

Legal

certainty

Legal

guidance

Legitimate

action

Balanced

approach

Current Context

General 

EU policy goals
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Article 165 LT: Role for the EU (1)New framework

Specific 
nature of 

sport

Structures 
based on 
voluntary 
activity

Social and 
educational 
function of 

sport

Develop a European dimension

in sport by:

Contribute to the promotion of 

European sporting issues while 

taking account of:

Promoting 
fairness and 
openness in 

sporting 
competitions

Promoting 
cooperation 

between 
bodies 

responsible 
for sports

Protecting 
the physical 
and moral 
integrity of 

sportspeople

Foster relations with third countries and competent

international sport organisations

CoE IOC WADA é
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ÅA soft EU competence for sport: coordinating, 
complementary, supporting action

ÅA budget for sport: EU Sport Programme

ÅBetter promotion of sport and its specific characteristics in 
other policy areas and programmes

ÅA role for sport externally: One voice for the EU in 
international forums; third countries

ÅNew structures: Formal meetings of EU Sport Ministers and 
new Working Party ñSportò in the Council

Article 165 Lisbon Treaty

New framework Article 165 LT: Role for the EU (2)
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Policy Programme

Mainstreaming
Structured 
Dialogue

EU and sport

Constituting elements

of the EUôs competence for sport
New framework

NewPartly 

new

Already existing
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Possible elements for 

a new EU sport policy approach

What does the 
Treaty say?

Article 165

Other Treaty 
provisions?

What do we 
know already?

White Paper 
on Sport

EU Working 
Groups

Cooperation 
and 

Dialogue

Where can the 
EU add value?

Platform for 
exchange / 

debate

Legal clarity

Co-financing

Additional/ New 
areas?

IPR

Match-fixing

é

Different 
implementation

External 
dimension

Statistics

é

New framework
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Possible strategic objectives for 

a new EU sport policy approach

Strengthening 
sportôs core 

functions and 
its social and 

economic 
values

Promoting 
sport within 

and in support 
of other policy 

areas

Fostering the 
specific nature 
of sport in the 

acquis 
communautaire

New framework
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Possible objectives for 

an EU sport programme

Contribute to the promotion of European values to address 
challenges endangering the physical and moral integrity of 
sportspersons and the fairness of competitions

Foster the social and educational function of sport

Promote the transfer of knowledge, innovation, dialogue and 
good governance in the sport sector

Contribute to the promotion at a European level of a 'daily 
movement culture' through sport and physical activity

Foster cooperation with third countries and with international 
organisations in the field of sport 

New framework
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Examples of substantial areas

WP core parts to be developed further

Åe.g. HEPA, Doping, Social inclusion, 
Education, Volunteering

Areas not or not sufficiently
covered in the WP

Åe.g. financing, governance

New framework
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ÅEU WG Sport & Health (2005)

ÅEU Physical Activity Guidelines

ÅCross-sectoral approach (sport, health, 
education, urban planning,é)

ÅFinancial support for HEPA projects in PA  
2009

ÅNext steps:

ÅFollow-up in the Council (BE Pres)

ÅImplementation at national level

ÅEU Sport Programme

Health 
and 

Physical 
Activity

New framework
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ÅEU WG ñNon-profit sport organisationsò 
(2007)

ÅChallenges for sport structures based on 
voluntary activity

ÅNext steps:

ÅResults of EU study on volunteering (sector 
study sport)

ÅPreparatory Action 2010

ÅEuropean Year of Volunteering 2011

ÅEU Sport Programme

Volunteering

New framework
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ÅSubstantial ERDF and ESF financing in some 
Member States

ÅFinancial support to disability and equal 
opportunities in PA 2009

ÅNext steps:

ÅWG: EU WG ñSocial inclusion in/through 
sportò in 2010?

ÅPreparatory Action 2011

ÅEU Sport Programme

Social 
Inclusion

New framework
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ÅEU WG ñEducation and Training in Sportò 
(2009)

ÅDual careers, EQF and ECVET in sport

ÅFinancial support to dual training projects in 
PA 2009

ÅNext steps:

ÅWG: Exchange of good practices, 
Athletes to be involved

ÅDual education/training in possible future 
EU Sport Programme

Education

New framework
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ÅWP: COM to make a contribution to ongoing 
reflections for more sustainable financing of 
grassroots sport; links with gambling/betting

ÅEU study on internal market barriers to sport funding

ÅNew developments (IPR, gambling,é)

ÅNext steps:

ÅStakeholder meeting early 2010

ÅResults end of 2010; follow-up under upcoming 
Pres.

ÅNew areas to be addressed in COM initiative 2010

Financing

New framework
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ÅApproval HGP rule;

ÅHigh-level dialogue with key international 
and European sport organisations

ÅNext steps:

ÅStudy on equal treatment of non-
nationals in individual sport competitions

ÅContinuation of structured dialogue with 
stakeholders (ñ6+5ò,é)

ÅAreas to be addressed in COM initiative 
2010

Free 
movement

New framework
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Member States
ÅInformal EU level cooperation (5 sectoral 

Working Groups, Sport Directors, Sport 
Ministers)

ÅEU Rolling Agenda for sport

ÅSupport / cooperation for the implementation 
of the White Paper

ÅNext steps:

ÅContinuation of informal cooperation 
framework

ÅCoordination with current and future Team 
Presidencies

ÅFormal cooperation in the Council

Sport movement
ÅFramework for a structured dialogue 

established through the White Paper

ÅEU Sport Forum (Novô 08 Biarritz) ïkey 
event involving main stakeholders

ÅDialogue with international and European 
sport federations and the IOC/EOC

ÅMultilateral and bilateral consultations at 
working level (incl. EOC EU Office)

ÅNext steps:

ÅStrengthening structured dialogue under 
new Treaty competence

ÅNext EU Sport Forum (19-20 April ó10 
Madrid)

Cooperation and DialogueNew framework
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Process

Early 2010 - Coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty

First half 2010 - Dialogue and consultations
regarding the implementation of the sport provisions 

(incl. EU Sport Forum)

Mid 2010 - Two Commission initiatives:
Communication on the impact of the LT on sport

Draft Decision for an EU Sport Programme

2010 and 2011 - Preparatory Actions
2012 - Coming into force of the first limited

EU Sport Programme (2012-2013)?

Next steps
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Beginning of 
2010 until early 
summer: Drafting 
and consultation 
phase

Mid 2010 / early 
autumn 2010: 
Adoption by the 
College of the 
Communication

Autumn 2010: 
Presentation to 
the Council and 
the EP

Possible timetable for the CommunicationProcess
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Thank you 

for your attention!


